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Commander’s Corner 
 

Hello, Post 39 Comrades 
 

 
 
As we come into winter, we are still looking for winter 
gear such as coats, winter hats, and so on. We have a 
drop-off box at the Legion. 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and 
stayed safe. I am looking forward to all your hunting 
stories; hopefully, they were all good. 
 
Our big meat raffle was well attended. I had a lot of 
compliments on how well and how organized it was run. 
Thanks go out to the whole crew. Good job, Dan Bronk 
– Joe for getting the turkeys, Sharon for busting butt all 
day in the pull tab booth. I could go right down the line, 
but I’m sure I would miss someone, so Thanks to 
everyone involved. 
 
We will have a pancake breakfast at the Legion on 
Saturday, December 6th, from 8 am till noon, come on 
down and have a good meal with us.  
 
Santa Claus may even be there on Sunday, December 
14th. Don’t forget to bring your little ones down to take 
a picture with Santa. 

 
Commander Harry Johnson and 1st Vice Commander 
Dan Bronk went to Duluth for a gambling conference. It 
was very interesting. There are a lot of interesting laws I 
got to learn about. 
 
See you at the upcoming meeting. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas. 
 
 
Harry Johnson 
Post 39 Commander 

 
 

President’s Corner 
 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope that everyone was able to have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving and found many reasons to be thankful.  

As December descends on us, many of us have mixed 

emotions. Excitement, anxiety, joy, fear, and worry are 

some examples of what kinds of feelings can come at 

you around the holiday season. If you need to talk 

about something, please reach out to someone. We are 

good listeners, and we are all family.   

The holiday boutique was another successful event. 

Noreen rocked it and sold all of our tables. Nadine and 

DeeDee were super awesome at calling our group and 

reminding you to bring in baked goods, and you all blew 

our minds. The kitchen was fortunate enough to have 

kind benefactors who donated almost all the supplies 

needed to make Denise’s signature soup, chili, and 

sloppy joes! Angela, Erin, and DeeDee sold the heck out 

of the post 50/50’s. Over all it was a great day for 

everyone. I’m not sure our vendors did as well as they 

or we would have liked, so we will work on advertising 

in the future.  

mailto:americanlegion39office@gmail.com
http://www.americanlegionnorthstpaul.com/


 
 

I am hoping that with each new newsletter, I am 

providing you with solid information designed to 

enlighten you as well as create a sense of gratification 

knowing that you are a part of the wonderful things 

that we do for our veterans and the community.  

This year, our organization is “Adopting-A-Vet.” We will 

adopt 3 residents within the VA Domiciliary homes 

(fancy word for care facilities) for the Holiday giving 

project. We will be purchasing gifts based on the wants 

of our particular veterans. These gifts will be wrapped 

and tagged, and delivered to our veterans closer to 

Christmas. The contact for the Adopt-A-Vet program is 

Robert.Vandenbos@state.mn.us      

We have also donated to School District 622 to support 

the families in need within our community.   

The food shelf and hygiene box was very full as of Nov. 

16th, so I took the supplies to the school district pantry.   

 

 

 

I know that not everyone knows the “chain of 

command” for the auxiliary, so let me enlighten you just 

a little. We are part of District 4, and our district 

president is Sandy Gibson out of White Bear, and our 

MN department president is Robin Dorf out of 

Monticello. Having these titles, they must elect a 

“Project” they want to sponsor and raise funds for.  

This year, Sandy has selected a “Special Meal” for our 

Veterans at the MPLS VA hospital. This meal would be 

something special that they normally would not have 

access to. Sandy will keep us posted on what that menu 

consists of when she is done fundraising. We will be 

having a silent auction in February to help her raise 

funds for this event. I will put out more information as 

we get closer. 

To donate to Sandy's Project, you can contact me using 

the information at the end of this letter and/or come to 

the silent auction. 

Robin has opted to raise “big dollars” for the Honor 

flights. The Honor Flight Network is a national nonprofit 

organization comprised of 125+ independent hubs 

working together to achieve the shared Honor Flight 

mission – celebrating America’s Veterans by inviting 

them to share in a day of honor at our nation’s 

memorials. Robin's goal is a lofty one of $35,000.00 to 

be distributed evenly between the 7 hubs. Honored 

veterans always travel free thanks to generous 

donations. Our hubs are in LaCrosse, Duluth, and MPLS-

St. Paul, Sioux Falls, Adams, Fargo, and Lone Eagle. We 

had a great speaker talk to us at the conference last 

month, and it was very exciting. Our own member, Bob 

Holmstrom, was fortunate enough to go on one of 

these flights and still talks about it. The camaraderie, 

the joy, and the pain were so evident in the video, it 

made you want to be there. 

To find out more about the honor flights, go to 

https://www.honorflighttwincities.org/about-us  and 

see for yourself the outpouring of love that goes into 

each flight. If you would like to donate to this cause, go 

to https://www.mnala.org/shared-files/7527/?2026-

Donation-Form-NO-Gambling-Funds.pdf  and select the 

President's Project. 

Dates to remember:  

• December 6th is the Sons of the American 

Legion pancake breakfast, complete with Santa.  

• December 14th is the Children’s Christmas 

Party. This party is for the members of our 

legion families and Legion employees (Auxiliary, 
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SAL, Riders, Legion). Please RSVP to me using 

the contact information at the end of this letter. 

• March 21st, we are bringing back the Silver 

Plate Dinner. More information will be available 

soon. 

You are always welcome to watch Facebook for 

upcoming events: 

https://www.facebook.com/denise.legion  or the 4th 

District Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/194226850327423

9/  or log into the North St. Paul legion website 

https://www.americanlegionnorthstpaul.com/. If you 

prefer emails, email me at 

legionauxiliary39@gmail.com, and I will add you to the 

list. If you are a “print” or “phone call” type, I can do 

that as well. Contact me at 651-276-5099. 

Thank you for your time today, 

Mary Kvaal  

Unit 39 ALA President. 

           

Sons of the American Legion-Squadron 39 

Hello SAL Members,  

We will be hosting the Pearl Harbor Pancake Breakfast 

on Saturday, December 6.  The event is scheduled from 

8:00 to noon.  Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $6.00 

for children 12 and under. We are still seeking a few 

more volunteers to assist with both the event itself and 

selling 50/50 tickets in advance of the event. 

 

 

We have been working with the ALR (Riders) with 

a coat drive to collect winter coats for Veterans who 

need warmer coats for the winter.  The number of coats 

collected far exceeded our expectations.  It’s 

heartwarming to see the support of our patrons and 

community!   We have already donated the maximum 

number of coats to MAVC that they were willing to 

accept.  That was 59 coats. We have also collected at 

least another 30 coats that are being donated to the 

VVA.  On top of all that, we also received another 70-

plus lighter spring jackets that are also being donated to 

the VVA.  A very warm thank you to all those who were 

able to donate a coat to help keep our veterans who 

were in need!  

We have run two 50/50 raffles during Vikings games in 

November.  We will be running two more on November 

30 and December 7.  We will use these proceeds to help 

fund our gifts to various organizations such as BelieVet, 

Armed Forces Service Center, Legion Legacy 

Foundation, NSP Food Shelf, 22Zero, and more.  We are 

still gathering volunteers for these; if you have some 

time on those two Sundays.   
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Pictured Above:  Bird Partridge and the lucky winner, 

Lynn Carver, of the 50/50 drawing on November 9. 

Looking further ahead, we will work with all the Legion 

Families to hold the Silver Plate dinner event in March 

of 2026. We will need volunteers here as well! 

We are currently accepting 2026 membership 

applications and renewals. They are still only $20.00.  To 

renew, you simply need to get $20.00 to any SAL officer 

along with your name.  You can also put $20.00 in an 

envelope along with your name and place it in the 

collection box by the south bar entrance. 

The SAL Meetings are held on the third Monday night 

every other month (the odd months) at 6:30 PM on the 

following dates:  

January 19, 2026 - SAL annual donation planning 
March 16, 2026 - Vote on Donation Amounts and accept 
position nominations 
May 18, 2026 - Officer Election 
July 20, 2026 
September 21, 2026 
November 16, 2026 
 

Tom Nagel 
tgnagel@gmail.com 
Commander, SAL Squadron 39 

  

  

  

Bar & Hall 
 

Hello everyone.  The weather has started to turn 

towards winter, with frosty mornings and a very cool 

breeze.  However, we have avoided that white stuff so 

far.  To all the snowbirds heading south for warmer 

weather, we wish you a safe and enjoyable trip.  We 

hope to see you back at Club 39 in the spring. 

We will be closing at 5:00 PM on Christmas Eve and 

closed all day on Christmas, so our employees can 

spend time with their families.   

Join us on New Year's Eve to ring in the new year.  We 

will have a band for your listening and dancing 

enjoyment.  We will provide the champagne to toast to 

the new year.   Our entire staff would like to wish each 

of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year. 

The Vikings are in full swing.  Join us on game day for 

the potluck meals, 50/50 raffles, and your favorite 

beverage to cheer on our home team Vikings.   

Thursdays from 4 PM to 8 PM, double up for a 

buck…domestic beer and rail drinks. 

The Bar and Hall Board meetings have been changed to 

the 3rd Thursday at 10:00 AM for November and 

December due to Thanksgiving and Christmas both 

falling on our usual dates. 

 So, as you and your friends get together and start 

planning your winter events and outings, consider 

meeting at your Club 39, and enjoy the warmth, ice-cold 

beer, and tasty cocktails served up by our friendly staff. 

 

Randy Bastyr 
Bar & Hall Board Chairman 
 
 

Gambling Manager Report 
 

Actual Expenses for October 2025 
 

Gross receipts    $ 421,137.00 
Prizes paid    $ 348,624.00 
Net Receipts                        $   75,516.00 
Allowable expenses      $   39,389.04 

Combined receipts tax    $   21,518.00 
 
Good day, my fellow Legionnaires.  The past weekend, 

we had our Mega Meat Raffle, where we raffled off 50 

Turkeys and 50 hams, and we had a great turnout. 

There was a lot of work behind the scenes to prepare 

for the mega meat raffle, and it was a huge success 
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thanks to our gambling staff, bartenders, waitresses, 

kitchen staff, and Bar Board members.  If you’re looking 

for something to do during the fall and winter months, 

please consider stopping by Post 39.   

At December’s General membership meeting, we 

should consider a donation to the North Saint Paul Food 

Shelf to ensure they have enough food to hand out for 

Christmas.   

Friday night meat raffles start at 4:30 p.m. and now 

include seafood packages.  Tickets are $1.00 each, and 

we raffle off roughly 20 packages each Friday.  

We have virtual racing on Fridays at 5:00 p.m. during 

the meat raffle. This is a fun game to play and watch on 

our big screen TVs. Tickets are $1.00 each, and each 

race has multiple payouts ranging from $25 to $600.00. 

We have our Post 50/50 raffle going until January 1, 

2026. Tickets are $5.00 each, and there are 1000 tickets 

available. One lucky person could win $2,500 if all the 

tickets were sold.  

We have a new bingo system coming online on 

December 27, 2025. This system will save us roughly 

$4,000 per year. This system will allow us to create new 

and exciting games and provide our users with bigger 

electronic handhelds to play bingo on. I highly 

recommend stopping down and playing a game or two.  

We have three cash raffles weekly here at Post 39.   

Wednesday is a $5.00 raffle ticket (200 tickets) “Hump 

Day” which pays out $700.00. 

Friday is a $1.00 raffle ticket (800 tickets) “Lucky Buck” 

which pays out $500.00. 

Sunday is a $5.00 raffle ticket (400 tickets) “Sunday-

Funday” which pays out $1000.00.   

We have 4 $1 boxes, 3 $2 boxes, a $5 box, and 12 Etabs 

with Booty Bingo.  

Don’t forget we have two bingo sessions each week. 

Tuesday’s session starts at 6 p.m., and on Saturdays, we 

start at 4 p.m. We have 10 games, 3 each session, with 

the last one being a $1,000 coverall, with a $200 

consolation prize if bingo is not reached in the pre-

determined number of balls.  

 I’m still looking for general members to conduct the 

audits on the 1st of each month in 2026. If you’re 

interested, please email me at legion39@comcast.net. 

This message doesn’t apply to the Auxiliary, SAL, or 

Legion Riders.  

I hope to see you at the Post. 

Dan Bronk  
Gambling Manager 
 
 

Recurring Events 

 
 Tue. 5:30 p.m. Gift Card Raffles 
  6:00 p.m. Progressive Bingo  
 Wed. 5:00 p.m. Gift Card Raffle 

7:00 p.m. Hump Day Raffle 
Fri. 4:00 p.m. Meat Raffle 

  8:00 p.m. Lucky Buck 
 Sat. 4:00 p.m. Progressive Bingo 
  4:00 p.m. Gift Card Raffles 
 Sun. 4:00 p.m. Sunday-Funday Raffle 
 
 
 

General Membership Meeting 
November 13, 2025 

 

  
1. $4,492.97 for HVAC repair. 
2. $1,600.00 Minnesota Paid Leave 100%. 
3. Take over Post 484 Nursing Training 

Scholarship. 
4. $1,000.00 for washing machine and dryer 

for AFSC. 
5. $500.00 to Shop With A Cop. 
6. Obtain a maintenance agreement for the 

HVAC system. 
 

 
Post 39 Finance Report    

 
Investments:   $90,100.67 
CD:   $55,595.90 
CD:                       $32,565.69 
Savings:   $21,471.16 
Post Checking:   $15,958.22 

           Maintenance Checking             $  8,750.75 
Maintenance CD:         $10,135.21 
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I renewed the Maintenance Fund CD for 5 months @ 
4% APY. 
 
Glen Richardson  
Finance Officer 
 

         

New Members – Legion 39 

Duane H Ahrens 

Heidi Landgrebe 

Kimberlly L. Lester 

David A. Lovold 

 

 

New Members – AUX 39 

Jilleen Bouthilet 

Lea J Forrest 

Jackie Hult 

 

 

New Members – SAL 39 

John D Dexter 
Raymond Kane 
John E Kruger 

 
 
   Blood Donor Report

 

The next Blood Drive is scheduled for January 5th at 
VFW 1350 from 1 to 6 pm. 
 
Tammy Ryan, Auxiliary 
Joanne Brown 
 
 

Riders’ Corner 

Hello Legion Members, 

 

The Monthly Legion Riders’ meeting was held on 

November 13, 2025, with 9 members and 1 guest in 

attendance.   

 

Coat Drive for Veterans in Need 

The Riders and SALs want to thank all of the generous 

individuals who have donated Men’s and Women’s 

winter coats in the drop-off box located at our 

American Legion’s band stage.  We’ve already hit the 

maximum number of coats Minnesota Assistance 

Council for Veterans (MACV) could accept and store for 

the Winter Salute event on December 10th.  

 

Rider Bird Partridge volunteered to drop off the 59 

winter coats (39 women’s and 20 men’s) on November 

19th to the MACV organization. 
 

 

 

80 lighter spring jackets, winter coats, and other 

garments received to date were also donated to the 

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) on November 5th.  

 

112 lighter spring jackets, children's winter garments, 

women’s and men’s winter coats have also been 

received since the first MACV and VVA donations.  Cindy 

McGee has scheduled another VVA pickup donation for 

December 11th.   We’ll be taking donations until 

November 30th, which will be added to the VVA 

donation on December 11th.   Thanks again to all of you 

who have made this project exceed everyone’s 

expectations.  Your support, along with our SAL 

Commander, Tom Nagel, and SAL/Rider member, Bird 

Partridge, Riders Cindy and Jake McGee, for making it a 

whole lot warmer for our Veterans this winter. 

 

 



 
 

Upcoming Event – 

 

Christmas Tree Project (Month of December) 

Mittens, hats, scarves, and socks will decorate the 

Christmas tree at our Legion this holiday season. 

Anyone can take an item from the tree, exchange it, or 

donate to the tree during this holiday season. 

 

Riders Patricia Berres and Jodi France are collecting 

items for the tree, which can be dropped off at our 

Legion. 

 

Your help to make this Christmas a little merrier, 

warmer, and help Santa this holiday season will be so 

appreciated by so many. 

 

The next Riders’ Meeting will be held on December 11th, 

2025, at 5:30 PM.  The meeting will be an in-person 

meeting at the Post.  Please join us.  Hope to see you 

then! 

 

 

Cindy McGee 

Riders (Post 39) Secretary 

 

2026 Membership Dues 

Have you paid your 2026 dues? Please pay your dues as 

soon as you can. 

American Legion Post 39 dues are $50.00. 

American Legion Auxiliary dues are $40.00. 

Sons of The American Legion dues are $20.00. 

You can mail your dues to 2678 7th Ave E., North St. 

Paul, MN 55109, drop them off at the post office, or pay 

them online. 

 

Saturday 2025 Bands 

December 20              Bird Dog 

 

  

 



Back to Legion Homepage
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